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Of Special Interest
Send us your email address!

We are asking all of you to send 
us your email addresses so we 
can cut down on mailing costs 
as well as cut down on time! 
Please send your addresses to us 
at cfhr1@juno.com and/or 
cfhr1@yahoo.com.

   How to Raise 
Racist Kids

Step One: Don't talk about race.
!
Don't point out skin color. Be 
"color blind."

Step Two: Actually, that's it.! 
There is no Step Two.

                    - Johnathan Liu

How to reach us
Phone or fax: 
713-520-8226
eMail: 
cfhr1@juno.com
Web site:
 www.centerhealingracism.org
Addr ess:
P.O. Box 27327
Houston, TX 77227 

Houston Community College System 
seeks to provide equal educational 
opportunities without regard to race, 
color, religion, national origin, sex, age, or 
disability.

Co-Directors' Column
Attending the White Privilege Conference

Internalize Oneness

By Lucy McLaughlin
and Cherry Steinwender
Co-Directors

      Cherry and I were fortunate 
to be able to attend the 11th 
annual W hi t e Pr i v i l ege 
Conference this past April in La 
Crosse, Wisconsin.  There were 
almost twice as many attendees 
this year as last (over 1,600), a 
wonderful surprise for the 
organizers.  
  Included in the various 
activities were speakers such as 
Peggy McIntosh, Dr. Joy 
DeGruy, Dr. Shakti Butler, Lee 
Mun Wah, Paul Kivel, Dr. 
Steven Jones, et al.  

  Support group caucuses, 
workshops, film screenings, a 
youth insti tute and endless 
opportuni ties to meet and 
dialogue with a very diverse 
group of people filled in the 
conference hours.  
    The  Conference  aims  to 
create a learning community in 
which participants can safely 
experience learning about 
whiteness, unearned privilege, 
power and oppression. 
  Dr. Steven Jones states:  
" Understandi ng unearned 
privilege is not about blaming 
people for the past.  It is about 
identi fying ways in which 
systems that have been created 

in the past and present provide 
advantage to certain groups 
while simultaneously posing 
d i sadv ant age t o ot her 
groupsÉ we are required to 
adjust from an individual view 
of seeing the world.  We are 
challenged to understand the 
world from the group or 
systemic level."  
    The greatest strengths of 
the conference were diversity 
and inclusiveness, and op-
portunities for understanding, 
respecting and connecting.

 JUNETEENTH  IS  the  day 
we come together as a 
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!FEEDBACK TO THE CENTER

From Judith Hoffhien !

One of the highlights of the Houston Peace Camp was a presentation by Cherry 
Steinwender from the Center for the Healing of Racism.! She shared about different 
peacemakers such as Dr. Martin Luther King, Ghandi, and Rosa Parks and the importance 
of all of us joining together to work for equality and fair treatment for everyone.! She told a 
wonderful story about judging people without knowing them well, and even sang a beautiful 
song about peace and unity.! She spoke about one of the most serious problems facing 
young people today- how to deal with bullies- especially now that the internet, texting, etc. 
are being used to intimidate and insult others. She involved the children by asking 
questions, discussing different situations and having them break into small groups to do a 
poster collage about peace and justice.! All of us felt inspired by her sincere work and 
charismatic presence.! For additional information about the camp,! which is sponsored by 
The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, please visit the website 
peacecamphouston.com.
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MISSION STATEMENT
To serve as a catalyst for 
the healing of racism 
through the education and 
e m p o w e r m e n t o f 
individuals.

Have you gotten around to Þlling 
out your membership for 2010?
If not, please take 
the time to do so. 
The work must go on!

Has your address changed?
If so, please notify the Center 
so your newsletter can be 
timely delivered!

Or, send us your e-mail 
address and choose to 
receive your newsletter in 
your email in-box.

community and celebrate and 
honor our African American 
ancestors f or thei r per-
severance, resi l i ency and 
strength of the human spirit in 
overcomi ng the horr i bl e 
injustices of the institution of 
slavery. 
      It's the commemorative day 
that the last slaves in our 
country were freed, June 19th 
1865.  They were from Texas. 
Our Juneteenth event this year 
was a wonderful doubleheader.  
   On Friday night, we were 
privi leged to have Katrina 
Browne facilitate a showing of 
her DVD: Traces of the Trade 
(2008).  Following the docu-
mentary, Katrina facilitated a 
very stimulating conversation 
about the DVD.  
    On  Saturday  afternoon, 
once again, we enjoyed the 
wonderful barbecue of James 
and Carla Lacy, got to visit 
with old and new friends, and 
presented our Ally Award to 
Katrina Browne and her family 
      We chose Katrina and her 
family because of their courage 
and honesty to explore their 
family history (the De Wolf's) 
in Bristol, Rhode Island.  
   They  were  the  largest 
slaveholding family in U.S. 
history.  They uncover not only 
their family's lead role in 
slavery, but the whole towns' 
complicity  in the slave trade, 
for example, owning stock in 
the slave ships and jobs for the 
local people connected to the 
trade itself, etc.  
  They dialogue about the 
generational privileges from 
which they and others benefited 
as a result of this slave-owning 
history. In addition, they talk 
about contemporary race 
relations and how their history 
affects each of them today. 

       On this last Sunday, July 4, 
our commemorative day of 
freedom, I pick up the Sunday 
paper - the Parade section.  And 
there it is,  an entire one-page 
article:  July 4th in America 's 
most Patriotic Town .  Yup, you 
guessed it Bristol, R.I.!!!  
    Since 1785, the inhabitants 
of thi s town have been 
celebrating deliverance from 
the British.  Supposedly, it is 
one of the biggest July 4th 
celebrations in the U.S.  Now, 
we have documented in Traces 
of the Trade, that Bristol,  R.I., 
and much of the North were 
hugely involved in slavery for 
years after 1785!!!!  There was 
no mention of that history.
       How  many  people  of 
European descent really know 
about the slavery involvement 
from the "Deep North?"  
      As a Yankee myself, I know 
I learned about slavery and I 
know I learned nothing about 
slave holders, especially from 
the North.  I also know I am not 
alone.  People of A f ri can                                                                                         
descent know this history well   
and celebrate Juneteenth, a 

hugel y important day of 
freedom for them.  
   When Parade magazine, a 
national insert for the Sunday 
paper, tells only one side of the 
story, we see the systemic level 
o f t h e m ed i a f u r t h er 
institutionalizing silence about 
the whole history of this 
particular U.S. city.  
      This is the point Dr. Jones 
is making, seeing the world 
from the systemic level, not 
just the individual level.  Most 
people of European descent do 
not celebrate  Juneteenth 
because they don't know what 
it commemorates.  
       I love celebrating July 4th. 
There is rich meaning for all of 
us to celebrate.  But I also love 
celebrating Juneteenth and its 
rich meaning for all of us.
     There  is  more  to  know 
about Bristol, R.I., than their 
July 4th parade.  There is also 
the story of one of their most 
f am o u s f am i l i es, t h e 
DeWolf's.  Isn't it time we tell 
the whole story?
   Maybe not so post-racial, 
yet?  Ummm?

Co-Directors' Column
Juneteenth celebrates last of freed slaves
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Lucy , Cherry and Katrina at Juneteenth celebration
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By Sara Draper, 1991

Premiered Oct. 26-28, 1991 in 
Family Matters: A WomenÕs 
Works collaborative project at 
Midtown Art Center

 
     JUST BECAUSE we grew 
up in the white suburbs and 
were sent to private schools, 
that doesnÕt mean my father 
was a racist.
   My mother was Catholic, 
and my father agreed to let her 
raise us Catholic.  It was made 
very clear to us that we were 
never to use racial slurs, we 
were not to use the ÒnÓ word, 
although we may have heard it 
on TV and i n nei ghbor 
childrenÕs jokes, but we never 
said it in our Catholic house, 
and so that proves that my 
father was not a racist.
     
    JUST BECAUSE each year 
we ate a kind of nut that we 
learned to call Ònigger toesÓ 
and just because we never did 
learn another name for it, and 
just because we all knew by 
heart that rhyme, if he hollers 
make  him pay fifty dollars 
every day, and just because I 
think maybe I might have a 
faint memory of my fatherÕs 
voi ce si ng-song-i ng that 
rhyme, in between reading us 
Winnie the Pooh and Uncle 
Remus and singing funny 
Army songs; but we never said 
the ÒnÓ word really meaning it 
in our house, because my 
father agreed to let my mother 
raise us Catholic-Ðraise us with 
compassion for all-Ðand so 
everybody knows that my 
father was not a racist.
 
   AND JUST BECAUSE  
when we reached that age, we 
moved i nto a di f f erent 
nei ghborhood, and j ust 
because it happened to be 
famous for its law enforcers 

who harassed passers-through 
of color, that does not prove 
that my father was a racist.  

     AND JUST BECAUSE  
one night my friend with dark 
brown skin gave me a ride 
home from the restaurant 
where we worked, and just 
because he nearly broke a 
sweat when we turned into 
our neighborhood because he 
knew what I did not know, 
and just because in my white 
obliviousness I could not 
understand why he jumped 
and jittered so, why he would 
not come into the house to 
play cards with me and my 
sister, into that house, where 
there might be a food named 
after one of his toes, into that 
house, where there might be 
someone, who at some time, 
imagined someone like him 
caught by the toe, and if he 
was good, let him go,  and if 
he hollered made him pay 
fifty dollars every day; my 
mama told me to pick this 
very one but instead I picked 
this one-Ðthank God he made 

i t o u t o f t h a t 
neighborhood in that 
n o i s y , s m o k y , 
breaking-down truck!
     
    AND JUST be-
cause w hen our 
Chicano friend hitch-
hiked from the wrong 
side of town to visit 
us, and just because 
when he began that 
l ong wal k home, 
those infamous law 
enforcers picked him 
up, and roughed up 
his sixteen-year-old 
self, because he was 
gui l ty of walking 
t h r o u g h  o u r 
neighborhood while 
br ow n, and j ust 
because my father 
moved us there just 

as his daughters were reaching 
puberty so that they could live in 
a bigger, nicer house, in a 
sparser, whiter neighborhood, so 
that they could be protected 
from the unseemly influences of 
potential  friends and boyfriends 
who were not like them, even if 
his daughters did not want that 
protection, even if his daughters 
wanted to choose their own 
friends, their own boyfriends-Ð
my mama told me to pick this 
very one but instead I chose this 
one-Ðthat does not prove that my 
father was a racist.

   AND JUST BECAUSE, 
when my sister came home from 
college and she went on a date 
with a nice Egyptian college 
boy, and just because my mother 
whispered something about my 
father not approving of their 
dating, and just because I asked 
why and just because she said 
something hush-hush to me 
about my father being upset to 
see her hand in the hand of  
someone whose skin tone was so 

Sara Draper

Script from the work, NotJuneteenth 
continued...
By Sallie Stratton
 

    Sara Draper first wrote 
the script for Not during 
an artist's workshop she 
used to facilitate some 19 
years ago when the 
C F H R w as i n i t s 
founding stages. 
   Cherry saw her per-
form the piece on Inter-
national WomenÕs Day, 
2009 at a Dancepath-
theater production titled 
Caution: Women at Work 
that focused on race, 
identity and women at 
various stages of their 
lives. 
   Our beloved Cherry 
was being honored that 
evening for her work 
wi th the Center. She 
invited Sara to perform 
Not for the 2009 lunc-
heon, but Sara had 
another commitment for 
that date. We were most 
fortunate that she was 
available and consented 
to bring this moving 
dance-story monologue 
to our Juneteenth lunch-
eon this year. 
    It  fit  beautifully  with 
o u r A l l y A w a r d 
recipientÕs work that 
focuses on our ongoing 
legacy from the slave 
trade. I was so taken with 
it that I emailed her and 
asked where I might find 
it in print. 
    She graciously shared 
a copy with me and I 
want very much to share 
it with all the Center 
members. I doubt that I 
am alone in wanting to  
hear it again.                  Continued on page 4
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Juneteenth Double-Header

INTERNALIZE 
ONENESS

Send us your email address!
So that we can cut down on 
mailing costs and also cut down 
on time. Send your emai l 
address to cfhr1@juno.com 
and/or cfhr1@yahoo.com

Continued on page 6

By Sallie Stratton

    While I always enjoy coming 
to Houston for the Juneteenth 
Celebration with the Center, this 
yearÕs doubl e-header was 
outstanding. I, along  with my 
dear friend Risa Ray, who 
introduced me to the Center and 
Dialogue: Racism back in 1999, 
were privileged to be greeters 
for the  Friday night viewing of 
Traces of the Trade. It gave me 
an oppor t uni t y t o meet 
supporters of the Center I rarely 
get to see, living way up here in 
Dallas. I was especially delight-
ed to meet Sissy Farenthold, a 
Texas politician referred to as a 
ÒmaverickÓ way back in the 70s 
whom I have admired for many 
years now. When Risa and I 
arrived, the caterer was setting 
up a lavish Hors dÕoeurve table 
and Katrina was getting the 
DVD set up to project onto the 
wall of Pecore Hall at St. 
StephenÕs Episcopal Church. 
The very large gym-like space 
was arranged with a circle of 
some 52 chairs for the feeling of 
more i nt i macy as peopl e 
streamed in. Katrina came over 
and introduced herself and we 
had a bit of fun discussing her 
name, wondering how it felt to 
hav e such an i nf amous 
hurricane named after her.   
    Actually, in retrospect, after 
seeing the film, she lives up to 
the name beautifully. Referred 
to as engines of destruction on a 
National Geographic website, 
Òhurricanes are enormous heat 
engines that generate energy on 

a staggering scale.Ó  And 
thatÕs what KatrinaÕs fi lm 
does. It destroys the notion 
that the South was the 
primary monetary recipient of 
slavery with its plantation 
economy. It forces us, one and 
all, to look at the benefits of 
white privilege as the legacy 
of these ancestors, long after 
slave trading was abolished, 
and hence destroys our 
comfort zone with regards to 
feeling free of any personal 
involvement in this heinous 
blot on AmericaÕs history. 
     I was struck by KatrinaÕs 
sharing early in this docu-
mentary about how thi s 
incredible odyssey was born 
in her psyche. In 2001 her 
grandmother wrote a booklet 
for her grandchildren about 
thei r ancestral her i tage 
through the De Wolf Family 
Tree. She wrote that a young 
sailor, Mark Anthony, was the 
first De Wolf to come to 
Bristol, Rhode Island in 1744. 
She went on to write, ÒI     
havenÕt stomached enough to 
describe the ensuing slave 
trade!Ó That sentence grabbed 
Katrina and she confessed: 
ÒWhat hit me really hard was 
the realization  I already knew  
this, knew, but somehow 
buried it along the way.Ó  
    Well, not any more. Instead 
she began to ask what she 
could do now with this most 
painful piece of knowledge. 

THE WORK CONTINUES: April-July 2010 Accomplishments
Programs made possible by your contributions:

* "Learning Diversity- Education in a World of Dif ference." Cher-
ry Steinwender facilitated a workshop for youth at the first annual 
youth conference held in Fort Bend Independent School District at 
Williams Trace Baptist Church.     

* Traces of the Trade was shown at Houston Community College- 
Central Campus, dialogue facilitated by Lucy McLaughlin and 
Cherry Steinwender.       

* Cherry Steinwender was invited to serve as a guest lecturer for a 
class of graduates from the College of Social work by Professor 
Sandra A. Lopez, at University of Houston - Main Campus.  

* "Racism Mars the Unity of the Human Race" was presented by 
Cherry Steinwender at the invitation of Professor Carolyn Rindosh 
Miller, at Houston Community College - Katy Campus.      

* ÒAct of WarÓ DVD was shown at Houston Community College- 
Central Campus, dialogue was facilitated by Lucy McLaughlin and 
Cherry Steinwender.     

* Race - Power of an Illusion DVD series was shown at Resurrec-
tion Metropolitan Church over a three week period and dialogue 
was facilitated by Lucy McLaughlin and Cherry Steinwender.   

* Cherry Steinwender presented a workshop for youth at the annu-
al Houston Peace Camp.

* Blanca Garza-Bianco, Linda Pilling and Cherry Steinwender pre-
sented  a workshop for teachers at the Rice Education En-
trepreneurship Program: Summer Institute 2010.      

* "Diversity Bracelet" exercise was facilitated by Emma Williams 
and Cherry Steinwender at Christ Church Cathedral for members 
of the Episcopal faith in preparation  for a work trip to Honduras.    

* ÒDiversity Bracelet" exercise was facilitated by Lucy McLaugh-
lin and Cherry Steinwender at a one day conference sponsored by 
Shell Oil Company WAVE network.       

* "International Ambassador Award" was presented to Lucy 
McLaughlin and Cherry Steinwender for the many workshops pre-
sented to the students at Kinkaid School.     

* Lucy McLaughlin, Lenny Hoffman and Cherry Steinwender wel-
comed to Houston 12  visitors from Poland under the U.S. State 
DepartmentÕs International Visitor Leadership Program. Ten were 
school teachers and two were State Department translators. Each 
received a paper clip as a symbol from students of Whitwell Mid-
dle School in rural Whitwell, Tennessee.  The "Paper Clips" project 
sparked inspirational and profound lessons in tolerance. Our time 
with the visitors was warm and educational, focusing on how to 
teach Polish students about the Holocaust and Anti-Semitism.      

* Lucy McLaughlin and Cherry Steinwender gave a presentation at 
Houston Community College Southeast Campus  and Houston 
Community College Fraga Campus  on the history of Juneteenth.       
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SUBMISSIONS
Newsletter submissions are due 
the first week of the month 
before publication. Articles are 
accepted via e-mail and may be 
edited for brevity or clarity. 
Send submi ssi ons to the 
Center's e-mail address. 
Newberry Communications 
13511 Sherman Oaks Dr. 
Houston, TX 77085-1480 
Telephone: 713-551-9025

DIALOGUE:RACISM SERIES
The Dialogue: Racism series is 
held in a supportive and honest 
setting. Information is provided 
at each session, followed by an 
opportuni ty f or vol untary 
shar i ng. Faci l i tators say 
participants leave with a new 
understanding of racism, what 
they can do about it,  and a 
sense of community with others 
of different backgrounds and 
life experiences.  

Juneteenth Double-Header
Continued from page 5
She launched Traces of the 
Trade as she sought and wrote 
to some 200 De Wolf descen-
dants asking them to journey 
wi th her to retrace thei r 
ancestors' ships from Bristol to 
Ghana, where they traveled to 
purchase slaves with the rum 
manufactured in New England, 
then down to Havana and their 
Cuban plantations for sugar and 
back to Rhode Island to make 
more rum. That t r i angl e 
continued for three generations, 
despite the fact that slavery was 
i l l egal f or most of that 
time.  The De Wolfs became 
Òthe grand folkÓ of Bristol. 
From maybe 60 replies to her 
mai l i ng, a f ew expressed 
concerns about her documenting 
this unsavory past they al l 
shared. Nine committed to 

making the journey with her. 
They met in Bristol the week of 
July 4th and began to research 
the history no one wanted to 
talk about, let alone own. I was 
struck by that timing because 
this journey they were about to 
share was truly about liberation 
through being open to full 
disclosure, letting go of any 
fears of sullying their revered 
family name or the town of 
Bristol, which was complicit in 
the slave trade operations.  
    Watching those courageous 
cousins, many having just met 
for the first time, struggle with 
all that their pilgrimage stirred 
up was quite the experience. 
Thei r candor and honest 
grappling with the discovery 
that the De Wolfs were the 
largest slave traders in the 
history of this nation really 

touched me deep in my core. 
They neither defended nor 
vi l i f ied their ancestors in 
order to assuage any guilt.  
They simply examined the 
facts and felt it at a heart 
l evel . Katri naÕs gi f t f or 
storytelling is apparent in her 
writing and editing of what 
must have been untold hours 
of video. Juanita Brown, the 
A f r i can- A mer i can co-
producer of Traces summed it 
up pretty wel l when she 
described her experience on 
that difficult trip on the CBS 
Early Show back in 2008, the 
day the DVD was released. 
Most astonishing to her was 
Òthe authentic acknowledge-
mentÓ from these courageous 
descendants Òthat something 
happened long ago that has 
vestiges still surviving today.Ó 


