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Of Special Interest

Send us youremail address!
We areaskingall of youto send
us your email addresseso we
can cut down on mailing costs
as well as cut down on time!
Pleasesendyour addresseto us
at cfhril@juno.com and/or
cfhrl@yahoo.com.

How to Raise
Racist Kids

Step One: Don't talk about race.
|

Don't point out skin color. Be
“color blind."

Step Two: Actually, that's it.!
There is no Step Two.

- Johnathan Liu

How to reach us

Phone orfax:

713-520-8226

eMail:

cfhrl@juno.com

Web site:
www.centerhealingracism.gr
Address:

P.O. Box 27327

Houston,TX 77227

/
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HOUSTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Central

Houston Community College System
seeks to provide equal educational
opportunities without regard to race,
color, religion, national origin, sex, age, or
disability.

Co-Directors' Column

Attending the White Privilege Conésice

By Lucy McLaughlin
and Cherry Steinwender
Co-Directors

Cherryand| werefortunate
to be able to attend the 11th
annual White Privilege
Conferencehis pastApril in La
Crosse Wisconsin. Therewere
almosttwice asmany attendees
this yearaslast (over 1,600),a
wonderful surprise for the
organizers.

Included in the various
activitieswere speakersuchas
Peggy Mclntosh, Dr. Joy
DeGruy Dr. ShaktiButler, Lee
Mun Wah, Paul Kivel, Dr.
Steven Jones, et al.

From Judith Hoffhien !

Support group caucuses,
workshops, film screenings,a
youth institute and endless
opportunities to meet and
dialogue with a very diverse
group of people filled in the
conference hours.

The Conference aims to
createa learningcommunityin
which participants can safely
experience learning about
whiteness, unearnedprivilege,
power and oppression.

Dr. Steven Jones states:
"Understanding unearned
privilege is not about blaming
peoplefor the past. It is about
identifying ways in which
systemsthat have beencreated

in the pastandpresenprovide
advantageto certain groups
while simultaneously posing
disadvantage to other
groupsk we are required to
adjustfrom anindividual view
of seeingthe world. We are
challengedto understandthe
world from the group or
systemic level."

The greateststrengthsof
the conferencewere diversity
and inclusiveness, and op-
portunities for understanding,
respecting and connecting.

JUNETEENTH IS the day
we come together as a
Continued on page 2
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FEEDBACK TO THE CENTER

One of the highlights of the Houston Peace Camp was a presentation by Cherry
Steinwender from the Center for the Healing of Racism.! She shared about different
peacemakers such as Dr. Martin Luther King, Ghandi, and Rosa Parks and the importance
of all of us joining together to work for equality and fair treatment for everyone.! She told a
wonderful story about judging people without knowing them well, and even sang a beautiful
song about peace and unity.! She spoke about one of the most serious problems facing
young people today- how to deal with bullies- especially now that the internet, texting, etc.
are being used to intimidate and insult others. She involved the children by asking
questions, discussing different situations and having them break into small groups to do a
poster collage about peace and justice.! All of us felt inspired by her sincere work and
charismatic presence.! For additional information about the camp,! which is sponsored by
The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, please visit the website
peacecamphouston.com.
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Have you gotten around to Hling
out your membership for 20107

If not, please take

the time to do so.

The work must go on!

Has your address changed?

If so, please notify the Center
SO your newsletter can be
timely delivered!

Or, send us your e-mail
address and choose to
receive your newsletter in
your email in-box.

Co-Directors' Column

Juneteenth celebrates Iast cﬁéd slaves

Continued from page 1

community and celebrateand
honor our African American
ancestors for their per-
severance, resiliency and
strengthof the humanspirit in
overcoming the horrible
injustices of the institution of
slavery

It's thecommemorativelay
that the last slaves in our
country were freed, June 19th
1865. They were from Texas.
Our Juneteenttreventthis year

was a wonderful doubleheader

On Friday night, we were
privileged to have Katrina
Browne facilitate a showing of
her DVD: Tracesof the Trade
(2008). Following the docu-
mentary Katrina facilitated a
very stimulating conversation
about the DVD.

On Saturday afternoon,
once again, we enjoyed the
wonderful barbecueof James
and Carla Lacy, got to visit
with old and new friends, and
presentedour Ally Award to

Katrina Browne and her family

We choseKatrina and her
family becausef their courage
and honesty to explore their
family history (the De Wolf's)
in Bristol, Rhode Island.

They were the largest
slaveholding family in U.S.
history. They uncovernot only
their family's lead role in
slavery but the whole towns'
complicity in the slave trade,
for example,owning stock in
the slaveshipsandjobs for the
local people connectedto the
trade itself, etc.

They dialogue about the
generational privileges from
which theyandothersbenefited
asa resultof this slave-owning
history. In addition, they talk
about contemporary race
relationsand how their history
affects each of them today

Lucy, Cherry and Katrina at Juneteenth celebration

Onthis last Sunday July 4,
our commemorative day of
freedom,| pick up the Sunday
paper- the Paradesection. And
thereit is, an entire one-page
article: July 4th in America's
most PatrioticTown . Yup, you
guessed it Bristol, R.I.!!!

Since 1785, the inhabitants
of this town have been
celebrating deliverance from
the British. Supposedlyit is
one of the biggest July 4th
celebrationsin the U.S. Now,
we havedocumentedn Traces
of the Trade, that Bristol, R.I.,
and much of the North were
hugely involved in slavery for
yearsafter 1785!!!! Therewas
no mention of that history

How many people of
Europeandescentreally know
about the slavery involvement
from the "Deep North?"

As aYankeemyself,| know
| learned about slavery and |
know | learned nothing about
slave holders, especially from
theNorth. | alsoknow | amnot
alone. People of African
descent know this history well
and celebrate Juneteenth, a

hugely important day of
freedom for them.

When Parademagazine a
national insert for the Sunday
paper tells only onesideof the
story, we seethe systemidevel
of the media further
institutionalizing silenceabout
the whole history of this
particular U.S. city

This is the point Dr. Jones
is making, seeing the world
from the systemic level, not
just the individual level. Most
peopleof Europeardescento
not celebrate Juneteenth
becausehey don't know what
it commemorates.

I love celebratingluly 4th.
Thereis rich meaningfor all of
usto celebrate.But | alsolove
celebratingJuneteenthand its
rich meaning for all of us.

There is more to know
about Bristol, R.l., than their
July 4th parade. Thereis also
the story of one of their most
famous families, the
DeWblf's. Isn'tit time we tell
the whole story?

Maybe not so post-racial,
yet? Ummm?
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Juneteenth
continued..

By Sallie Stratton

SaraDraperfirst wrote
the script for Not during
an artist's workshop she
usedto facilitate somel9
years ago when the
CFHR was in its
founding stages.

Cherry saw her per
form the piece on Inter-
national Women® Day,
2009 at a Dancepath-
theater production titled
Caution: Womenat Work
that focused on race,
identity and women at
various stages of their
lives.

Our beloved Cherry
was being honored that
evening for her work
with the Center. She
invited Sarato perform
Not for the 2009 lunc-
heon, but Sara had
another commitmentfor
that date. We were most
fortunate that she was
available and consented
to bring this moving
dance-story monologue
to our JuneteentHunch-
eon this year

It fit beautifully with
our Ally Award
recipient@ work that
focuseson our ongoing
legacy from the dlave
trade.l wassotakenwith
it that | emailedher and
askedwherel might find
it in print.

Shegraciouslyshared
a copy with me and |
wantvery muchto share
it with al the Center
members.| doubt that |
am alone in wanting to
hear it again.
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Script from the workNot

By Sara Draper, 1991

Premieed Oct. 26-28,1991in
Family Matters: A Women®
Works collaborative project at
MidtownArt Center

JUST BECAUSE we grew
up in the white suburbsand
were sent to private schools,
that doesnOmean my father
was a racist.

My mother was Catholic,
andmy fatheragreedo let her
raiseus Catholic. It wasmade
very clear to us that we were
never to use racial slurs, we
were not to usethe OnGvord,
althoughwe may haveheardit
on TV and in neighbor
children®jokes, but we never
said it in our Catholic house,
and so that proves that my
father was not a racist.

JUST BECAUSE eachyear
we ate a kind of nut that we_
learned to call OniggertoesO
and just becausewe neverdid
learn anothernamefor it, and
just becausewe all knew by
heartthat rhyme, if he hollers
make him pay fifty dollars
every day and just becausel
think maybe I might have a
faint memory of my fathei®
voice sing-song-ing that
rhyme, in betweenreadingus
Winnie the Pooh and Uncle
Remus and singing funny
Army songs;but we neversaid
the OnQvord really meaningit
in our house, because my
fatheragreedto let my mother
raiseus Catholic-Braiseiswith
compassion for all-Band so
everybody knows that my
father was not a racist.

AND JUST BECAUSE
whenwe reachedthat age,we
moved into a different
neighborhood, and just
because it happened to be
famous for its law enforcers

Sara Draper

who harassegbassers-through
of color, that doesnot prove
that my father was a racist.

AND JUST BECAUSE
onenight my friend with dark
brown skin gave me a ride
home from the restaurant
where we worked, and just
becausehe nearly broke a
sweat when we turned into
our neighborhoodecausehe
knew what | did not know,
and just becausen my white
obliviousness | could not
understandwhy he jumped
andjittered so, why he would
not come into the houseto
play cardswith me and my
sister into that house,where
there might be a food named
after oneof his toes,into that
house,where there might be
someonewho at sometime,
imagined someonelike him
caughtby the toe, and if he
wasgood,let him go, andif
he hollered made him pay
fifty dollars every day; my
mama told me to pick this
very onebut insteadl picked
this one-bthaniGod he made

it out of that
neighborhoodin that
noisy, smoky,
breaking-down truck!

AND JUST be-
cause when our
Chicanofriend hitch-
hiked from the wrong
side of town to visit
us, and just because
when he began that
long walk home,
those infamous law
enforcerspicked him
up, and roughed up
his sixteen-year-old
self, becausehe was
guilty of walking
through our
neighborhood while
brown, and just
because my father
moved us there just

as his daughterswere reaching
pubertysothattheycouldlive in
a higger, nicer house, in a
sparserwhiter neighborhoodso
that they could be protected
from the unseemlyinfluencesof
potential friendsandboyfriends
who werenot like them, evenif
his daughtersdid not want that
protection,evenif his daughters
wanted to choose their own
friends, their own boyfriends-b
my mamatold me to pick this
very onebutinsteadl chosethis
one-Dthatloesnot provethatmy
father was a racist.

AND JUST BECAUSE,
whenmy sistercamehomefrom
college and shewent on a date
with a nice Egyptian college
boy, andjust becauseny mother
whisperedsomethingabout my
father not approving of their
dating, andjust becausd asked
why and just becauseshe said
something hush-hush to me
about my father being upsetto
see her hand in the hand of
someoneavhoseskin tonewasso

Continued on page 4
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THE WORK CONTINUES: April-July 2010 Accomplishments
Programs made possible by your contributions:

* "LearningDiversity- Educationin a World of Difference."Cher
ry Steinwendefacilitated a workshopfor youth at the first annua
youth conferenceéheldin Fort BendIndependenSchoolDistrict at
Williams Trace Baptist Church.

* Tracesof the Trade wasshownat HoustonCommunityCollege
Central Campus,dialogue facilitated by Lucy McLaughlin and
Cherry Steinwender

* Cherry Steinwendewasinvited to serveasa guestlecturerfor a
classof graduatedrom the College of Social work by Professo
Sandr&A. Lopez, at University of Houston - Main Campus.

* "RacismMars the Unity of the HumanRace"was presentedy
Cherry Steinwendeat the invitation of ProfessoiCarolynRindosh
Miller, at Houston Community College - Katy Campus.

* OActof WarODVD was shownat HoustonCommunity College
CentralCampusdialoguewasfacilitatedby Lucy McLaughlinand
Cherry Steinwender

* Race- Powerof an lllusion DVD serieswasshownat Resurrec}

tion Metropolitan Churchover a three week period and dialogug
was facilitated by Lucy McLaughlin and Cherry Steinwender

* Cherry Steinwendepresented workshopfor youthattheannu
al Houston Peace Camp.

* BlancaGarza-Biancol.inda Pilling andCherrySteinwendepre-
sented a workshop for teachersatthe Rice Education En
trepreneurship Program: Summer Institute 2010.

* "Diversity Bracelet"exercisewasfacilitated by EmmaWilliams
and Cherry Steinwendeiat Christ Church Cathedralfor members

of the Episcopal faith in preparation for a work trip to Honduras.

* ODiversityBracelet"exercisewasfacilitated by Lucy McLaugh
lin and Cherry Steinwendest a one day conferencesponsoredy
Shell Oil CompanyWAVE network.

* "International AmbassadorAward" was presentedto Lucy
McLaughlinandCherry Steinwendefor the manyworkshopspre-
sented to the students at Kinkaid School.

* Lucy McLaughlin,LennyHoffmanandCherry Steinwendewel-
comedto Houston12 visitors from Polandunderthe U.S. State
DepartmentinternationalVisitor LeadershipProgramTen were)
schoolteachersand two were State Departmenttranslators. Eag
receiveda paperclip asa symbolfrom studentsof Whitwell Mid-
dle Schoolin rural Whitwell, TennesseeThe "PaperClips" project
sparkedinspirationaland profoundlessonsin tolerance. Outime
with the visitors was warm and educational focusing on how to
teach Polish students about the Holocaustfartid Semitism.

* Lucy McLaughlinandCherrySteinwendepavea presentation §
Houston Community College SoutheastCampus and Housto
Community College Fraga Campus on the history of Junetee
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Juneteenth Double-Heade

By Sallie Stratton

While | alwaysenjoy coming
to Houston for the Juneteenth
Celebrationwith the Center this
year®@ double-header was
outstanding.l, along with my
dear friend Risa Ray, who

a staggering scale.0 And
that® what Katrina@ film
does. It destroysthe notion
that the South was the
primary monetaryrecipientof
slavery with its plantation
economylt forcesus,oneand
all, to look at the benefitsof

introduced me to the Center and White privilege as the legacy

Dialogue:Racismbackin 1999,
were privileged to be greeters
for the Friday night viewing of
Tracesof the Trade.It gaveme
an opportunity to meet
supporterf the Centerl rarely
getto see living way up herein
Dallas.| wasespeciallydelight-
ed to meet Sissy Farenthold,a
Texaspolitician referredto asa
Omaverick@ay backin the 70s
whom | haveadmiredfor many
years now. When Risa and |
arrived, the catererwas setting
up a lavish Hors dOoeurvéable
and Katrina was getting the
DVD setup to projectonto the
wall of Pecore Hall at St.
Stephen@ Episcopal Church.
The very large gym-like space
was arrangedwith a circle of
some52 chairsfor thefeeling of
more intimacy as people
streamedn. Katrina cameover
and introduced herself and we
had a bit of fun discussingher
name,wonderinghow it felt to
have such an infamous
hurricane named after her
Actually, in retrospectafter
seeingthe film, shelives up to
the name beautifully Referred
to asenginesof destructioron a
National Geographic website,
Ohurricanesire enormousheat
enginesthat generateenegy on

of theseancestorsjong after
slave trading was abolished,
and hence destroys our
comfort zonewith regardsto
feeling free of any personal
involvement in this heinous
blot onAmerica®history

| wasstruckby Katrina®
sharing early in this docu-
mentary about how this
incredible odysseywas born
in her psyche.In 2001 her
grandmothemwrote a booklet
for her grandchildren about
their ancestral heritage
through the De Wolf Family
Tree. Shewrote that a young
sailor, Mark Anthony, wasthe
first De Wolf to come to
Bristol, Rhodelslandin 1744.
She went on to write, Q
havenOstomachedenoughto
describe the ensuing slave
trade!OThat sentencegrabbed
Katrina and she confessed:
OWhahit me really hardwas
therealization | alreadyknew
this, knew, but somehow
buried it along the wa@

Well, notany more.Instead
she beganto ask what she
could do now with this most
painful piece of knowledge.

Continued on page 6
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SUBMISSIONS

Newslettersubmissionsare due
the first week of the month
before publication. Articles are
acceptedria e-mailand may be
edited for brevity or clarity.
Send submissions to the
Center's e-mail address.
Newberry Communications
13511 Sherman Oaks Dr.
Houston, TX 77085-1480
Telephone: 713-551-9025

DIALOGUE:RACISM SERIES
The Dialogue: Racismseriesis
heldin a supportiveand honest
setting.Informationis provided
at eachsessionfollowed by an
opportunity for voluntary
sharing. Facilitators say
participants leave with a new
understandingof racism, what
they can do aboutit, anda
senseof communitywith others
of different backgroundsand
life experiences.

Juneteenth Double-Header

Continued from page 5

She launched Traces of the

Trade as she soughtand wrote
to some 200 De Wolf descen-
dants asking them to journey
with her to retrace their

ancestorsships from Bristol to

Ghana,where they traveled to

purchaseslaves with the rum

manufacturedn New England,
then down to Havanaand their

Cubanplantationsfor sugarand
back to Rhode Island to make
more rum. That triangle

continuedfor three generations,
despitethe fact that slaverywas
illegal for most of that

time. The De Wolfs became

Qhe grand folkO of Bristol.

From maybe 60 repliesto her
mailing, a few expressed

concernsaboutherdocumenting
this unsavory past they all

shared. Nine committed to

making the journey with her
Theymetin Bristol the weekof
July 4th and beganto research
the history no one wanted to
talk about,let aloneown. | was
struck by that timing because
this journeythey were aboutto
sharewastruly aboutliberation
through being open to full
disclosure, letting go of any
fears of sullying their revered
family name or the town of
Bristol, which was complicit in
the slave trade operations.
Watchingthosecourageous
cousins,many having just met
for the first time, strugglewith
all that their pilgrimage stirred
up was quite the experience.
Their candor and honest
grappling with the discovery
that the De Wolfs were the
largest slave traders in the
history of this nation really

touchedme deepin my core.
They neither defended nor
vilified their ancestors in
order to assuageany guilt.
They simply examined the
facts and felt it at a heart
level. Katrina@® gift for
storytellingis apparentn her
writing and editing of what
must have beenuntold hours
of video. JuanitaBrown, the
African-American co-
producerof Tracessummedit
up pretty well when she
describedher experienceon
that difficult trip on the CBS
Early Showbackin 2008,the
day the DVD was released.
Most astonishingto her was
Othe authentic acknowledge-
mentOfrom thesecourageous
descendant®that something
happenedlong ago that has
vestigesstill survivingtodayO
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