THE CENTER FOR THE HEALING OF RACISM

REMEMBERS 9/11 WITH THE
SCREENING OF
REEL BAD ARADBS:
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Reel Bad Arabs

How Hollywood Vilifies a People

catt 1 D, Jack Shaheen

Wednesday, Set. 71,2011

1-3PM&7-9PM

Houston Community College Central
Learning Hub/Science Building - Room 101
1300 Holman Street Houston, Texas 77004

*Facilitated discussion to follow

The Center for the Healing of Racism examines long history of Arab stereotypes before and after 9/11. Has
the media portrayals of Arabs changed a decade after 9/11?

This groundbreaking documentary dissects a slanderous aspect of cinematic history that has run virtually
unchallenged from the earliest days of silent film to today's biggest Hollywood blockbusters. Featuring ac-
claimed author Dr. Jack Shaheen, the film explores a long line of degrading images of Arabs--from Bedouin
bandits and submissive maidens to sinister sheikhs and gun-wielding "terrorists"--along the way offering
devastating insights into the origin of these stereotypic images, their development at key points in US histo-
ry, and why they matter so much today. Shaheen shows how the persistence of these images over time has
served to naturalize prejudicial attitudes toward Arabs and Arab culture, in the process reinforcing a narrow
view of individual Arabs and the effects of specific US domestic and international policies on their lives. By
inspiring critical thinking about the social, political, and basic human consequences of leaving these Holly-
wood caricatures unexamined, the film challenges viewers to recognize the urgent need for counter-
narratives that do justice to the diversity and humanity of Arab people and the reality and richness of Arab

history and culture. *
*Written by Media Education Foundation © 2007

*The screening is free and open to the public however, donations are welcome. Registration is required by
calling the Center at (713) 520-8226 or online at www.centerhealingracism.org, go to the “Events” page.
2.0 hours of CEU credits for Social Workers: cost $10.00

;_\ s * Parking in multi-level garage across the street on the east side of building. Enter parking lot
ah = from La Branch Street.
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*Houston Community College System seeks to provide equal educational opportunities
without regard to race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, or disability.
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